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JOCKEYS' GUILD GIVES TRA CHOICE OF 
TWO PLANS The Jockeys' Guild officials yesterday 
said they intend to reject the Thoroughbred Racing 
Associations' most recent offer to provide increased 
accident coverage, life insurance and disability pay­
ments. The Guild instead proposed two plans to pro­
vide compensation for jockeys' media rights and an 
improved benefits program. John Giovanni, national 
manager/secretary of the Guild, presented the Guild's 
proposals to TRA Commissioner Brian McGrath yes­
terday afternoon. "Both plans are based on an idea 
suggested by 'Daily Racing Form' executive columnist 
Joe Hirsch," Giovanni said, referring to a plan that 
would add one race at each track around the country 
and dedicate the net proceeds to the Guild's benefits 
plans. "The TRA appeared to endorse this plan in its 
proposal to the Guild December 9, but without spell­
ing out any details or taking any responsibility for the 
results. All we've done is work out some specifics 
and ask the TRA to assume its share of responsibility 
for seeing that this plan will succeed." 

The first Guild plan would implement the Hirsch 
proposal with the stipulation that the TRA would 
guarantee the participation of each of its member 
tracks. The Guild would assume full responsibility for 
securing the participation of all non-TRA tracks. In 
addition, the TRA would share some responsibility for 
seeing that the amount received by the Guild would 
equal one-tenth of one percent of handle, the amount 
the Guild has repeatedly stressed it was entitled to 
receive for its members' media rights in order to ac­
quire decent health insurance and other benefits. If 
the total generated by the Hirsch proposal did not 
reach the equivalent of 0. 1 percent of handle, the 
difference would be absorbed pro rata by all tracks 
based on their handle, with the Guild assuming re­
sponsibility for the non-TRA tracks' share. 

Under the second plan, the Guild proposed that six 
races be held annually at TRA tracks on dates to be 
selected by the Guild. The Guild would put up the 
purses and would guarantee that these races would 
generate a minimum of $2.5 million for the Guild's 
benefits program. Any shortfall would be absorbed 
by the Guild, while any excess would go dollar-for­
dollar to reduce the TRA' s annual payment to the 
Guild for its members' media rights. Under the sec­
ond proposal, the TRA's maximum annual contribution 

to the Guild's benefits program would be $6.5 million, 
and could be significantly less depending on the suc­
cess of the program. A final element of both Guild 
proposals concerns language in the contract address­
ing the issue of jockeys' media rights. Although 
payment for media rights has been the foundation of 
every agreement between the Guild and the TRA 
since 1968, the recent TRA proposal introduces lan­
guage that the Guild believes calls into question the 
jockeys' ownership of their media rights. 

While Giovanni was hopeful the two sides could 
reach agreement before Dec. 31, TRA Commissioner 
McGrath was less optimistic. "We view John's letter 
to us as a rejection of our letter and proposal," said 
McGrath. "This is virtually the same thing that they 
proposed previously under the disguise of what has 
become known as the Hirsch plan. I have no grounds 
for optimism. There is no basis for it. This is not a 
counter-proposal at all." 

HARNESS GREAT TO TRY HIS HAND AT 
THOROUGHBREDS Bill Robinson, arguably the 
most dominant trainer in the history of Harness Rac­
ing, has taken his first steps toward expanding into 
Thoroughbred Racing. Robinson recently purchased a 
two-year-old at Calder named Cherokee Pacemaker 
(Cherokee Fellow) and is reportedly attempting to buy 
additional horses from local trainer Butch Richards. 
"I'm at the end of my rope in the Standardbreds," 
Robinson told the Fort Lauderdale Sun Sentinel. "I 
seem to keep getting more horses and I've done ev­
erything in this sport. I'd like to try working with 
Thoroughbreds and see what happens." It is expect­
ed that Robinson will at first function as a Thorough­
bred owner before a possible changeover in training. 
Robinson, 48, is approaching the $13 million mark 
this year as a Standardbred trainer, which puts him 
about $4 million ahead of Thoroughbred leader D. 
Wayne Lukas. Robinson has already shattered his 
own record for most money earned in a year by a har­
ness stable. He trained 1 991 Harness Horse of the 
Year Precious Bunny and his Cam's Card Shark is 
expected to be named 1994 Horse of the Year. 
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News Continued. 
THE RACE BOOK AT TURFWAY SET TO 
OPEN The Race Book at Turfway Park opens 
Wednesday, Dec. 28. This new facility, part of a $5-
million remodeling project, will feature 1 73 television 
screens and a smoke-free theater and will be available 
to Turfway fans for their $2.50 general admission. 
Seating in a new dining area and a plush, modern 
handicapping center will carry additional charges. 
"We promised our fans the finest sports-entertain­
ment facility in the region, and I have no doubt that 
we have delivered on that promise," said Turfway 
Park President Mark Simendinger. "We have taken a 
portion of our track and created within that first-floor 
area the look and feel of a Las Vegas casino. 11 Begin­
ning in January, Turfway's fans will utilize the Race 
Book to watch and wager on races from Gulfstream, 
Oaklawn, Fair Grounds, Bay Meadows and Santa 
Anita during the afternoons, as well as Turfway's 
own weekday evening programs. 

MERRILLVILLE SPORTS SPECTRUM TO 
OPEN JANUARY 25 The Churchill Downs Sports 
Spectrum in Merrillville, Indiana's first satellite wager­
ing facility, will open January 25, 1995, according to 
officials from Hoosier Park, L.P. "We are very excited 
about bringing top-quality racing to Merrillville, 11 said 
Rick Moore, Executive VP and General Manager of 
Hoosier Park at Anderson. The 27 ,300-square-foot 
Merrillville facility will accommodate 570 patrons and 
feature a state-of-the-art audio/video system which 
will telecast racing from Hoosier Park, Churchill 
Downs and other premier racetracks around the U.S. 
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Yesterday's Result: 
8th-LRL, $24,000, Alw, 3yo/up, 6f, 1 :09 4/5, ft. 
POPOL'S GOLD (g, 3, Strike Gold--Popol Vuh, by 
Czaravich), winner of the Giii Nashua S. over a sloppy 
Aqueduct track last December, finished 9th, beaten 
15 3/4-lengths, in his last start--the 1 1 /8-mile Annap­
olis S. at Laurel Nov. 26. Back in a sprint and sent 
off the 9-5 favorite here, he rallied from last-to-first 
for a 1 3/4-length victory over SON OF ZORA (Dance 
Bid). EL BAKAN (Yukon), third in last year's GI 
Preakness, returned from a six-month layoff to finish 
6th and last. Lifetime Record: 12-5-2-2, $197, 750. 
O/B-Stephen Stavrides (NY). T-William H. Turner Jr. 
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ALLOWANCE RESULTS: 

1 Oth-CRC, $18,500, 3yo/up, f/m, a 1 1 /16mT, 1 :43 
1 /5, fm. 
LOUISVILLE LU (f, 4, Greinton {GB}--Madam 
Flutterby {SW}, by Judger) Lifetime Record: 
18-5-5-3, $103,365. 0-William M. Backer. B-Photini 
Jaffe (KY). T-Barclay Tagg. *SP. 

9th-CRC, $18,200, 3yo/up, 7f, 1 :25, ft. 
UL Tl MATE DON (g, 3, Ultimate Pride--Dewantocatch, 
by Dewan) Lifetime Record: 25-8-4-3, $96,800. 
0-Young Stables Inc. B-Sonia C. Tingle (FL). 
T-George Gianos. 

7th-LRL, $18,000, 3yo/up, f/m, 1 1 /16m, 1 :46, ft. 
EXPERT TESTAMONY (f, 4, Deputed Testamony-­
Remnant, by Val de L'Orne {Fr}) Lifetime Record: 
31-3-6-7, $70,155. 0-Chesapeake Crown Stable. 
B-Jonathan T. Ginn (MD). T-Richard B Hemmings. 
*Full to Reputed Testamony (MSW, $461,889). 

Sth-CRC,$17,500, 2yo,a11/16mT, 1:442/5,fm. 
CUZZIN JEB (c, 2, Jeblar--ln Record Time {SP}, by 
Vigors) Lifetime Record: 5-2-1-0, $23,960. 0-Young 
Stables Inc. 8-Joel W. Sainer & Farnsworth Farms 
(FL). T-George Gianos. 

9th-LRL, $16,000, 3yo, 11/8m,1:51 3/5, ft. 
BRIZZER (g, 3, Allen's Prospect--Stone Ginger, by 
Wise Exchange) Lifetime Record: 20-6-2-2, $37,665. 
O/T-Louis D. Bernier Jr. B-Richard F. Blue Jr. (MD). 

6th-LRL, $15,000, 2yo, 6f, 1 :10 4/5, ft. 
GALA KNOCKOUT (c, 2, Two Punch--Shocking Sport, 
by Lypheor {GB}) Lifetime Record: 4-2-0-1, $18,070. 
0-Gertrude Leviton. B-Richard L. Golden (MD). T-H. 
Graham Motion. 

MAIDEN WINNERS: 
One Time Baby, f, 2, Deputed Testamony--Set and 

Reset, by Ecole Etage. LRL, 12-20, 1 1 /16m, 1 :47 
2/5. B-Bonita Farm (Md). 

Ardent Arab, g, 2, Weshaam--Summer Rendezvous, 
by Raja Baba. LRL, 12-20, 6f, 1 :11 4/5. B-James 
W. Casey (WV). . 

Slewveau, f, 3, Slew o' Gold--lstria (GB) (Ch. 2yo filly 
in Germany, SW-Ger), by Silly Season. CRC, 12-20, 
1 1 /16m, 1 :48 4/5. B-Robert N. Clay & Mrs. Rich­
ard C. Dupont (Ky). * $50,000 yrl '92 KEESEP. **************************** GIVE THE GIFT * * 1 /2 to Comic Blush (MSW, $208,990, by 
Blushing Groom {FR}), Starita (SW, $241,485, by 
Star de Naskra) and Dr. Adagio (SW, $153,442, by 
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